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— + Below presents an excerpt from the Guardian. Please read and answer the questions that follow
(write your answer in Chinese or in English):

“In a world where false and misleading information reaches billions instantly and online
manipulation is becoming ever more sophisticated, governments are increasingly turning to
legislation to combat fake news. But unlike, say, hate speech, terrorism advocacy or child
pornography, fake news is a tricky area for the law: it has not, generally, been illegal — and in
democracies, political speech is seen as deserving the strongest of free speech protections. Lawyers,
technology experts, media representatives and free speech campaigners have expressed fears that
hastily drawn-up domestic measures outlawing fake news may at best prove ineffective, and at worst
counterproductive. ....

From Europe to Asia, leaders are rushing to adopt anti<fake news laws. France — where “fake
news”, necessarily narrowly defined so as to protect free speech, has been illegal since 1881 — aims
to allow judges to order the.deletion of false online content in election periods. The legislation will
also oblige social media platforms to name adveriisers who are financing.content, and say how much
they are paying, and permit France’s independent broadeasting authority fo suspend media seen as
trying to destabilise a vote, notably if“influenced by foreigners”. Germany earlier this year also
introduced an online hate speech law, giving platforms with more than 2 million users 24 hours to
remove “obviously illegal” terror content, racist maierial and fake news or face fines of up to €50m
(£44m). Other offensive material must be blocked with seven days. ... Malaysia has passed a law
setting fines of up to £88,000 and jail terms of up.io six years for offenders who use traditional news
outlets, digital publications and social media — including outside, Malaysia — to spread fake news.
Opponents have said the law takes.the country “one step close to a dictatorship”.  Thailand, too, has
a cybersecurity law making the spread of false information liable to a jail term of up to seven years,
while Singapore is preparing a report.onumeasures to counter “deliberate online falsehoods” and the

Philippines is mulling anti-fake news legis!ation.that-would punish offenders with up to 20 years in
Jjail.

Besides legislation, civil'society measures being increasingly adopted fo counter fake news,
including fact-checking and debunking, alsc.may novultimatelyprove effective, Alemanno said. “The
problem here is simply that fact-checkers don't step in until after publication, by which time it’s too
late.” .... Christophe Deloire, the Executive Director of Reporters Without Borders (RSF), stated
“False and reliable information now circulates in the same channels, and ‘bad’ news circulates faster
than ‘good’. We have to give a real advantage to those who produce reliable journalism.” Deloire
said he was not opposed to “a good balance between self-regulation and regulation”. But as the EU
prepares to unveil a plan for voluntary self-regulation by internet giants such as Facebook, Twitter
and Google, with the threat of laws to follow if they fail to comply, experts doubt that simply
demanding the platforms take responsibility is a long-term solution. “There are questions around
the time and resources social networks will put in to do that job, and also whether they are
necessarily the best judges of the material,” said Lisa-Maria Neudert of the Oxford Internet Institute.
“In France, decisions will be made by judges on a case-by-case basis, so there will at least be
juridical oversight.” (Excerpt from Jon Henley, Global Crackdown on Fake News Raises
Censorship Concerns, April 24, 2018, the Guardian, with certain modifications)
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Questions:

1. Many countries are taking various measures to crackdown fake news. Taiwan is also weighing
options to do the same. Should the government and the law play any role in countering fake
news? Why? (15%)

2. In addition to introducing new legislations, what would be other effective alternatives to
prevent fake news? (15%)
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