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Fig.1 Level of homogeneity within Democrat and Republican voter communication networks, 2000

ANES and 2016 CCES
Percent of Dem Voters by Number of GOP Discussanis Percent of GOP Volers by Number of Dam Discussants
21 .
! =
£ £
g 3 a
4 : v
z 2
(=] o
> >
g
§ g
a a
5 6
g & k=
: :
a &
.
o 1 2 A o 1 A
Reported Number of Discussants Voting for Bush or Trump Reported Number of Discussants Voling for Gore of Clinton
{HZ5mE ANES 000 [ CCES 2016 | {40 ANES2000 ) COES 2016 |

Fig.2 Level of heterogeneity within Democrat and Republican voter communication networks, 2000
ANES and 2016 CCES

=t 1: ANES: American National Election Survey
=+ 2: CCES: Cooperative Congressional Election Study
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We argue that the social construction of a particular group, even when aggressively exploited by a political
entrepreneur, does not guarantee that a legistlative body will pass legislation specifically designed to target that
group...Our central argument is that the causal link between social constructions and policy design is not
inevitable, but that numerous intervening factors mediate the connections between the two.... The first condition
that must be met regards the characteristics of the target group. If a specifically targeted policy is to succeed, the
target group must be readily identifiable to both the mass public and to political elites and must hold a marginal

osition in society...The second condition, therefore, requires the availability of a moral entrepreneur who is
E'illing to draw attention fo the actions of a marginalized group and convince others that those actions constitute a
fundamental threat to society....The third and final condition that must be met in the journey from perception to
policy is the presence of a political entrepreneur, or policy champion, with sufficient incentive to shepherd an
initiative through the policy process.
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