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THE RIGHT OF NATURE, which writers commonly call jus naturale, is the liberty each man hath, to use his
own powet, as he will himself, for the preservation of his own nature; that is to say, of his own life; and
consequently, of doing anything, which in his own judgment, and reason, he shall conceive to be the aptest means
thereunto.

A LAW OF NATURE (lex naturalis) is a precept or general rule, found out by reason, by which a man is
forbidden to do that, which is destructive of his life, or takes away the means of preserving the same; and to omit
that, by which he thinks it may be best preserved.
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“Let’s complete the inquiry in which we supposed that if we first tried to observe justice in some larger thing that
possessed it, that would make it easier to see what it is like in an individual human being. We agreed that this larger
thing is a city, and so we founded the best city we could, knowing well that justice would of course be present in
one that was good. So, let’s apply what has come to light for us there to an individual, and if it is confirmed, all will
be well. But if something different is found in the case of the individual, we will go back to the city and test it there.
And perhaps by examining them side by side and rubbing them together like fire-sticks, we can make justice blaze
forth and, once it has come to light, confirm it in our own case.”
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