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General Council Chair welcomes “‘significant progress” in dispute settlement reform talks:
The General Council Chair, Ambassador Petter @lberg of Norway, has welcomed the “significant progress”

made in the ongoing negotiations on dispute settlement reform, which is taking place under the purview of
the General Council. The Chair noted the significant amount of work done during the last six months, which|
included approximately 170 hours of plenary technical meetings. Summarizing the progress made thus far, he
said members have now a draft negotiating document ‘on appeal/review reforms that would: (i) narrow the
claims reviewable on appeal/review to those that would have a material impact on the respondent's
implementation obligations; (ii) claiify adjudicators’ role with respect to reviewing the panel's objective
assessment of the facts of the case; (iii) make changes to the existing interim review stage of the panel
process such that it provides a more meaningful opportunity for the panel to correct factual or legal errors;
and (iv) clarify Members' expectations with respect to adherence to timeframes. On accessibility, the Chair]
emphasized that members have a near-final draft chépter addressing capacity building and technical
assistance. The text: (1) recognises the special needs of developing country and LDC Members; (2) instructs
the Secretariat to undertake additional tailored activities and support; (3) establishes a dialogue between|
Members and the Secretariat; and (4) establishes a review and reporting mechanism to the DSB. In addition,
a detailed Annex lays out Members' current needs and considerations as articulated by the proponents
themselves. The Chair added that the more contentious issue of “Costs and Funding” has also seen significant
progress, with a first draft table now produced capturing the interests and concerns of members. Regarding
the way forward, he intends to hold consultations with interested delegations early next year to hear views on|

how to build on progress made in a manner that would further advance dispute settlement reform work.
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P9 - Facilitator seeks members’ views on proposed workplan for e-commerce:
Ambassador Richard Brown of Jamaica, the facilitator of the e-commerce work programme, sought

members’ views on 12 November2024 on a workplan which aims to provide a structure for members’
discussions on e-commerce between now and the next Ministerial Conference due to take place in early 2026.
The goal is to present recommendations for action under the work programme at the 14th Ministerial
Conference (MC14), in line with the decision taken at MC13 earlier this year. The workplan is based o

discussions among members since MC13. It contains several suggestions and recommendations put forwar

by members as well as priority interventions or action points that can be taken. In addition, it includes
examples of existing initiatives by international organizations addressing e-commerce. The aim of the plan is

to capture what the WTO and members can do in response to the priorities and issues raised by members. The
topics that members aim to address in the plan are legal and regulatory frameworks, digital trade facilitation,)
the digital divide, the moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions, and additional issues suchj
as emerging technologies and climate change. Ambassador Brown said: “I am hoping that from this
workplan, we will be able to work on some specific, targetéd piiority deliverables for MC14.” Members
welcomed the workplan. In their preliminary feedback, they underscored the importance of prioritizing]
specific topics in the coming months, such as the moratorium, capacity building and bridging the digitall
divide. The facilitator noted that the upcoming thematic discussion in December will focus on the
moratorium. Members also expressed interest in sharing experiences and collecting information on the
imposition of non-discriminatory taxes on electronic transmissions. They were also supportive of a mapping
exercise to identify available technical assistance and capacity building activities on e-commerce. The
facilitator shared with members a snapshot of the various Aid for Trade initiatives in support of digital trade,
including support measures implemented by the WTO and other intergovernmental organizations with
expertise on e-commerce and digital trade.
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