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Security dilemma

Hedging (in foreign policy)

Political Trilemma of the World Economy

Liberal Paradox (in migration policy)

Rally-around-the-flag Effect
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Compared with this robust literature on the military balance, however, discussion over Taiwan’s potential
military value, and its implications for U.S. grand strategy, remains surpnsingly underdeveloped and vague.
Many advocates of maintaining or strengthening the U.S. commitment to Taiwan focus on the island’s political
importance, emphasizing that the U.S. commitment is vital to maintaining the credibility of other U.$. alliances
and to democracy more broadly. Failing to defend Taiwan would be disastrous, in this view, but largely because
of the broader diplomatic implications, not because of any direct effect on the regional military balance.
Meanwhile, those who advocate the opposite position—ending or lessening the U.S. commitment to
Taiwan—also frame the problem in largely political terms, arguing that the United States could sever its support
of the island without significant military consequences as part of a bilateral grand bargain. In contrast, the idea
that control of the island itself could affect the military balance has not yet received a systematic, rigorous
assessment, though a growing number of analysts mention it.
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