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The troubled efforts of comparative politics to bridge cultural differences are illustrated by the long-term
results of the publication in 1978 of a book titled Orientalism. Written by the Palestinian-American
scholar Edward Said (1935-2003), it argued that the forces of political and economic domination had long
produced negative Western images and ideas regarding the East (or the Orient). The resulting
orientalism, argued Said, embodied ‘dogmas’ regarding studies of the Arabs and Islam. These included a
characterization of the West as ‘rational, developed, humane, [and] superior’, and of the Orient as
‘aberrant, undeveloped, [and] inferior’, and a view that the Orient was ‘at bottom something either to
be feared ...or to be controlled’. Said’s book was widely quoted and cited, opening up new possibilities in
the debate about Western perceptions of the East, and also in comparative political study.
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1. ZEAE % (developmental state ) (5%)

2. Bft{tFE% (modernization theory) (5%)

3. EEZEIEEL (dictator’s dilemma) (5%)

4. ErbtEariEt (political opportunity structire) (5% )
5. $#&%7 (social capital) (5%)




