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1. Itis necessary to draw a careful distinction between natural liberty (which is limited solely by the force of the
individual involved) and civil liberty (which is limited by the general will), and between possession (which is
merely the effect of the force or the right of the first occupant) and property (which is based on a positive title).
To the preceding acquisitions could be added the acquisition in the civil state of moral liberty, which alone
makes man truly the master of himself. For to be driven by appetite alone is slavery, and obedience to the law
one has prescribed for oneself is (moral) liberty.

2. LIBERTY, or FREEDOM, signifieth (properly) the absence of opposition; (by opposition, I mean external
impediments of motion;) and may be applied no less to irrational, and inanimate creatures, than to rational. The

liberty of a subject, lieth therefore only in those things, which in regulating their actions, the sovereign hath
praetermitted (i.e., omitted): such as is the liberty to buy, and sell, and otherwise contract with one another; to
choose their own abode, their own trade of life, and the like.

3. The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth, and not to be under the will or
legislative authority of man, but to have only the law of nature for his rule. The liberty of man, in society, is to
be under no other legislative power, but that established, by consent, in the commonwealth; nor under the
dominion of any will, or restraint of any law, but what that legislative shall enact, according to the frust put in
it.
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