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Cultural anthropology (= i+ < 554 ) is the study of all aspects of human behavior. The
beginnings of cultural anthropology are found in the nineteenth century, when Europeans
became increasingly aware of what they term “primitive societies” in Africa and Asia.
Likewise, in the New World, there was much interest in the vanishing cultures of Native
Americans. The interest in traditional societies led numerus early anthropologists to study
and record lifeways that unfortunately are now mostly extinct. These studies produced
many descriptive ethnographies ( % *%3%) that became the basis for later comparisons
between groups. These ethnographies emphasized phenomena such as religion, ritual,
myth, use of symbols, subsistence strategies, technology, gender roles, child-rearing
practices, dietary preferences, taboos, medical practices, and how kinship was reckoned.
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In approaching human affairs, in contrast to animal or material studies, | hold the distinction
between Role and Affect to be fundamental. Role involves skills and knowledge. We
know role in terms of the performance of tasks, whether it be carpentry or teaching,
leadership or merchandising, investment or expertise in archery.  Affect involves feeling.
We know affect in terms of love, hate, loyalty, sympathy, betrayal, aspiration or despair,
affect determines our judgement as to what skill and knowledge we want to acquire, for
what purpose they are to be used, and how much satisfaction we derive from the results of
such endeavor.
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