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The last stage of the policy cycle is policy evaluation. For many early observers, policy
evaluation was expected to consist of assessing if a public policy was achieving its stated
objectives and, if not, what could be done to eliminate impediments to their attainment.
However, while analysts often resorted to concepts such as ‘success’ or ‘failure’ to conclude
their evaluation, such concepts are slippery and often highly subjective. That is, public policy
goals are often not stated clearly enough to find out if and to what extent they are being
achieved, nor are they shared by all key policy actors. (3 & M. Howlett & S. Giest, in
International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2™ edition, 2015,

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/policy-evaluation)
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