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Artists in the early Joseon period and Muromachi period explored themes such as the
Chinese Xiao Xiang River, producing a rich array of artwork—from hanging scrolls
and powerful screens that provoke the imagination to intriguing images of the natural
world. In addition, Korean and Japanese artists expanded the genres with their own
poems in their own style of calligraphy. Korean scholars expressed Confucian values
in calligraphic poems written in albums and on screens. The Japanese often wrote

long handscrolls on decorative paper printed with gold and silver patterns.
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The acts of falsifying, replicating and altering artefacts in China are intimately
connected with the growth there of what has been called a rare art tradition. This has
taken the form of the gradual expansion of the commodity market in which different
groups of artefacts come to be privileged as art, acquiring significance as
concentrated cultural and economic capital.
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Modernity in Taiwanese crafts was brought about by Japanese colonialism. With the
start of academic research on crafts as part of colonial scientific studies, Taiwanese
crafts were scrutinized, collected, preserved, and taxonomized according to the
modern European system. Japanese colonizers involved in the study of Taiwanese
crafts were all trained in European academic disciplines, and therefore it was
inevitable that Taiwanese craft studies would reflect their European modernist gaze.
Vernacularism was one of the most influential modern, colonial discourses, and it
constructed a selective representation of Taiwanese crafts.

(Yuko Kikuchi, “Refracted Colonial Modernity, Vernacularism in the Development
of Modern Taiwanese Crafts,” in: Refracted Modernity: Visual Culture and Identity
in Colonial Taiwan, Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2007, p. 244)
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