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"Though Jacobs and her fellow community activists were able to stop
Moses's plans to destroy significant parts of Lower Manhattan and replace
them with highways and high-rise housing projects, the struggle between
the corporate city and the urban village continues in our time. It is fought
not only in terms of the bricks and mortar of new construction projects,
but also in terms of which groups have the right to inhabit both old and
new city forms. Who benefits from the city's revitalization? Does anyone
have a right to be protected from displacement? These stakes, which the
French social theorist Henri Lefebvre calls the right to the city, make it

important to determine how the city's authenticity is produced,
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interpreted, and deployed." -- (Zukin, S., 2009, Naked city: The death and

life of authentic urban places. Oxford University Press, p.xii).
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Placelessness describes both an environment without significant places and
the underlying attitude which does not recognize significance in places. It
reaches back into the deepest levels of place, cutting roots, eroding
symbols, replacing diversity with uniformity and experiential order with
conceptual order. At its most propound it consists of a pervasive and
perhaps irreversible alienation from places as the homes of men: ‘He who
has no home now will not build one anymore.’
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