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1. When a teacher sees the confusion on students’ faces, a common reaction to this is
to provide students with immediate scaffold, corrective feedback, or explanation.
All of these pedagogical practices aim to alleviate students’ confusion. A recent
empirical research published in Learning and Instruction established that
“confusion can be beneficial to learning if appropriately induced, regulated, and
resolved”—a finding that challenges a current view embraced by many language
teachers. Please provide your thought on this issue (12 points) and offer your
explanatory account for your stance. (13 points)

2. Please define input enhancement (12 points) and explain why it is important to
enhance the salience of target L2 forms (whenever appropriate) for successful L2
acquisition. (13 points)

3. In terms of interaction hypothesis, there are three types of interaction computer
technology can promote: (a) interaction between people, (b) interaction between
person and computer, and (c) interaction within the person’s mind. Please discuss
how computer and multimedia can help foreign language learners acquire the target
language in each of the three interactive environments from the perspectives of
Second Language Acquisition. (24 points)

4. Language and culture are inseparable in language teaching and learning. Wintergerst
and McVeigh (2011) categorized culture into (a) “big C visible,” (b) “big C
invisible,” (¢) “little C visible,” and (d) “little C invisible.” This classification
provided an operational definition, through which foreign language teachers will
have a clear understanding of how to introduce culture to their students. Please
briefly explain the four aspects of culture. (12 points) Furthermore, describe how
English teachers can address the “invisible” aspects of culture in their teaching
practices. (14 points)



