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1.

Define the following terms. Give examples whenever possible. (30 points)

sonorants vs. obstruents

2. formants

3:
4.
5
6.

phonotactic constraints
nominalization
information questions

a daughter language

I1. Answer the following questions. (70 points)

1.

2.

o
k.

whn

Aspiration and voicing can differentiate the homorganic oral stops. Explain the two terms, aspiration and
voicing. Then, explain how they make the distinction in English oral stops and Mandarin oral stops.
[llustrate the distinction with proper examples. (15 points)

Consider the following contrasts. Explain why the progressive verb form goes better with (a’) and (b’ ) than
(a) and (b). (10 points)

(a)  Your attitude upsets/?is upsetting me.

(a’)  Your foolish behavior upsets/is upsetting me.

(b)  The clown’s colorful hair amuses/?is amusing the children.

(b’) The clown’s funny performance amuses/is amusing the children.

Explain why notional word class definitions such as ‘a noun is the name of a person, place, or thing” are

problematic and offer a solution to the problems. (10 points)

- Provide two views regarding the term “language universals™ and illustrate them with proper examples. (15

points)

- Consider the following two sentences. A researcher conducted an acceptability judgment task and found

that the sentence (a) was acceptable and the sentence (b) was not acceptable for native speakers of English.
Explain: What is an acceptability judgment task?

Why (b) is better than (a) in both syntax and language processing?
(20 points)

(a) He seems to agree with the claim that Chomsky made and which I think Labov was the one
who disputed it.
(b) *He seems to agree with the claim that Chomsky made and which I think Labov was the one

who disputed



