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The results show that (1) [iii] is found fading in all five sites. And [ig], as one of the important
characteristics of the dialect, is fading in northern Yi-lan too. And the research found that the young
speakers, aged 20-35, in northern Yi-lan pronounce the five-vowel system (/i, e, a, u, 9/) rather than the
six-vowel one (/i, €, a, u, 0, 9/). (2) The results also show that the [33] tone dominates the glottal stop
yang-entering original tone as the major variation in the Yi-lan dialect. And the [-p], [-t], and [-k], the
yang-entering original tone, at north-creek zone change from [33] to [32] as the investigated age group
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This paper argues that the Middle-Chinese Ri-initial descends from voiced velar stop(s) plus
Closed-Mouth Division III in Old Chinese, by means of phonological rules (labiolization of velars),
Xiesheng (§&%¥) and dialect comparison. This analysis not only gets rid of drawbacks of the two
reconstructions *N and *N in the literature, but also successfully explains irregular pronunciations of
some Middle-Chinese initials in various dialects. (FFE£45 2016 :miEzE A= AR HEE: s
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