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— ~ It is convenient to divide types of explanation of religion into psychological and :,
sociological theories and the former again into intellectualist and emotionalist theories. E;r
However, it is only a crude classification since some theorists do not fall neatly into a

single type, but it will serve to organize the material of this discussion. It also reflects,

if very approximately, the historical succession of theoretical approaches.

Psychological theories hold that religion is an affair of the individual and springs from

sources within the individual, whereas sociological theories hold that religion is an

affair of the group or society and that individual religiosity stems from social sources.

— ~ The broad movement of culture, especially in the visual arts and in philosophy,

&

which we know as the Renaissance, had its high point in Italy in the years around
1500. It was a period when, under the stimulus of a rediscovered classical civilization,
the artists and sculptors transcended their Roman and Greek heroes. It was a time of a

brilliant and colorful depiction of reality in painting, which glorified this world even
more than the next.
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