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— The discourse of religious “traditions” and “systems” is quasi-metaphorical at best,
since “tradition” and “system” in such formulations remain highly abstract. Other

: forms of speech about “religious” are more metaphorically rich. All metaphors, like
categories, highlight certain aspects of things and obscure others, thus affording us
handles on complex, abstract, unwieldy phenomena. A critique of a metaphor does not
consist in showing a metaphor is somehow “wrong” but in pointing out what it hides

and noting the importance, for certain purposes, of attending to these hidden aspects.

== . Instead of writing religious histary as the story of the “ori gin and development” of
organically imagined, holistic religion-entities, with these entities as the singular
subjects of their own stories, we might begin to iell a different sort of story. The
subjects of the story would be the people who availed themselves over time of the
ever-expanding collection of resources of tradition. Whenever the tradition begins to
look to us like a unitary, holistic thing, we should.step back and marvel at what a job
of persuasion is done by the texts we read. Or perhaps, our perception is less a

function of what we read in those texts than of the assumptions we bring to

them—assumption derived from quite different and often UNCONSCIOUS SOUrces.
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