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1. The story of the tradition will be a story of decline, progressive degeneration, and
in this respect this religious-historiographic trope is related to the theologically and
biblically grounded theories of degeneration that were predominantly used well into
the nineteenth century to explain the similarities and differences among people and
their religions. In those theories, the original is pure because it is divinely revealed
and not yet corrupted by the oblivion-inducing passage of time and the migrations and

progressive differentiation of the people*ofthesearth.

2. Discourse on religions is aflinguistic affair, whatever concepts or theories end up
being invoked. We normally focus on “theories” and “methods” that operate at high
levels of abstragtiongbut at the working end of religious studiesanuch,is decided at the
more concrete level of the language'in which descriptions and interpretations are
couched and research questions framed. We must therefore ‘attend closely to that
language and fto its implications. While some have criticized the category “religions,”
they have typieally failed to include scrutiny of theldanguages both of medern
scholarship and of the other cultures being studied.
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