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The selection of records for archival retention is the most basic
archival activity. Archivists have no graver responsibility than
deciding what information they will preserve for society.
Although many different information specilists make decisions
about the kinds of information available in a particular place
and the manner in which that information is organized, archivists
bear the unique responsibility of deciding if the information
itself will be preserved. An archivist who destroys records does
so with the assumption that the information within those
documents will be lost forever. There is no interlibrary loan
system that can locate another copy., no microfilm stored in an
underground vault that can be used instead of the original, no
backup computer tape that can be mounted on a tape drive and
read. Unlike decisions made by other information speialists, an
archivist's appraisal decision is usually final and irrevocable.
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