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“My contention is that sociology can be a successful science and that it is well on the way
to becoming so.”

“There are a number of different goals that have been set for sociology (and for the social

sciences generally); ... As things stand now, we have badly confused the explanatory, practical,
ideological, and aesthetic aspects of the social sciences.”

“The scientific ideal is to explain everything, and to do it by making causal statements
which are ultimately based upon experience. The most powerful scientific theory is the one that
can get the most explanatory mileage out of the most concise body of principles. Science is a way
of extrapolating from things we know to things we do not, a way of seeing the novel as another
arrangement of the familiar. ... This aim is no different when applied to sociology than to physics,
however different the empirical materials may be.”

“The basic method of explanatory science is that of controlled comparison. The essence of
methodological empiricism - and that is what science is - i3 to explain a phenomenon not by
looking at it in isolation but by comparison and contrast to other things. To understand a thing,
we must compare where it occurs with where it does not occur, and note the difference of in the
accompanying conditions.”
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