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Archives are those records of social and organizational activity preserved
because of their continuing value. All programs which care for records are
therefore important and play a significant part in the national archival network.
Thus, it is important that each member of the archival community, large or small,
independent or part of a museum, library, or historical society, be efficiently
organized and managed.

Archives by their very nature have value and currency far beyond the lifetime
of their custodians, creators and donors. In managing archives we accept that we
. have long-term legal and moral obligations to the holdings, the donors, the parent

. orgamzatlon and the researchers. It is not desirable to initiate any archival
: ‘program on the bams of short-term funding allocation and staffing provisions.
Similarly, personal enthumasm, although commendable, obviously cannot sustain
- an archival program in perpetyity. The collection and care of archives need to be
undertaken in a responsible, responsive, thoughtful and committed way.
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