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Modern public records are very voluminous. Their growth in volume
corresponds closely to the incrense in human population since the middle of the

18" century. This population increase has made necessary an expansion of

governmental activity, and this expansion has had as one of ils concomitants a
tremendous increase in vecord production. As modern technological methods
have come to be applied to the production of records, their growth, in the last
several deeades, has been in a geometric, rather than an arithmetic ratio.

A reduction in the quantity of such public records is essential to both the
government and the scholar, A government cannot afford to keep all the records
that are produced as a result of its multifarious activities, It cannot provide space
to house them or staff to care for them. The costs of maintaining them are
heyond the means of the most opulent nation. Nor are scholars served by
maintaining all of them. Scholars cannot find their way through the huge
quantities of modern public records. The records must be reduced in quantity to

make them useful for scholarly research,

i

£ | M M O H #® T

a M & RO | ) (% %)

ar A w R R L

2. A A AR A |
TR TR ST SRR S UL A INREE AT SRS

LA 0 0+ GRIR (I R 6, % AT (b (o A WM 0 0 )




	檔案學


