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L. History is the study of the past. It encompasses every dimension of

human interaction-social life, the economy, culture, thought and
politics. Students of history study individuals, groups, communities,
and nations and they study them from every imaginable perspective
using all the techniques of the humanities and social sciences to raise
questions and probe for answers. There is no concentration more
diverse than History and none more individualistic. One can choose to
study any part of the world in any epoch. History is as long ago as the
most ancient civilizations or as current as yesterday’s newspaper,
Every moment bul the present moment is patt of the past and each can
be the object of historical study.

(From http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~history/ UGindex.cgi)
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2. 'The new history is history written in deliberate reaction against the
traditional “paradigm,” that useful if imprecise term put into
circulation by the American historian of science Thomas Kuhn. It will
be convenient to describe this traditional paradigm as “Rankean
history,” after the great German historian Leopold von Ranke
(1795-1886), although he was less confined by it than his followers
were. We might also call this paradigm the common-sense view of
history, not to praise it but to make the point that it has often—too
often—been assumed to be the way of doing history, rather than being
perceived as one among various possible approaches to (he past.

-+ » According to the traditional paradigm, history is essentially
concerned with politics. . . . The new history, on the other hand, has
come (o be concerned with virtually very human activity. . . .In the last
thirty. years. we have seen a number. of remarkable histories. of. topics.
which had not.previously. been. thought (o possess.a history, for.
example.. childhood, death. madoess,. the climate, smells, dirt and.

cleanliness, gestures. the body. speaking,.and even silence,
(From Peter Burke, “Overture; the New History, its Past and its Future.™)
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