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1. In 18300 many Europeans still held ideas about social and political organization, which would have been
- comprehensible and appropriate four hundred years earlier. The “Middle Ages’ no more came to a
sudden end. Ideas about society and government which may reasonably be described as  ‘medieval’

survived as effective forces over a wide area. Over much of the central and eastern zones of the
continental Europe, serfdom had grown more rigid and more widespread. Many continuities in political
institutions were obvious. The Holy Roman Empire still existed in 1800 as it had done in 1500; so did
the temporal power of the pope. In most countries it was still taken for granted that the State was a
confessional entity, that religion and society were intertwined and that the authority of the Church was
established by law. (25%)

2. “Democracy, as the sagacious Aristotle had observed, was the government of the mass of the people,
who were, on the whole, poor. The interests of the poor and the rich, the privileged and the
unprivileged, are evidently not the same; even if we assume that they are or can be, the masses are
rather unlikely to consider public affairs in the same light and in the same terms as what British
Victorian writers called  ‘the classes’ , happily still able to identify class political action only with
aristocracy and bourgeoisic. This was the basic dilemma of nineteenth-century liberalism, devoted as it
was to constitutions and sovereign elected assemblies, which it did its best to sidestep by being
non-democratic, 1.e. by excluding the majority of male citizens of states, not to mention the totality of
their female inhabitants, from the right to vote and to be elected.” (25%)




