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a. #AFEUTEX (209 )--Paik Nak-Chung “The Division System inCrisis”
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Three Different Dimensions of “System

The theory of the division system assumes that the situation of the
divided Korean peninsula cannot be satisfactorily explicated as long as we
consider the two systems of North and South Korea separately or confine
ourselves to only two dimensions of the word “system,” that is, the world-
system and the systems of the two Koreas. For the reality of the divided
peninsula involves a certain degree of interdependence, as well as oppo-
sition, between North and South Korea, with foreign powers constantly,
exerting influence as well.; -

The fact that we are not’arraying the three kinds of systems in a linear
fashion may seem to increase the complexity, but actually it contributes
to eliminating confusion. That is, the world-system, the division system
within it, and the two “systems” that constitute the division system are
realities belonging to different levels while having specific relationships
among one another. We have said that of the three, the capitalist world-
system corresponds to a social system in the proper sense of the term.

So what we call the capitalist system of South Korea, for example, is not
a system complete in itself, but only a subcategory of the world-system,
signifying something like “South Korea mostly equipped with capitalist
institutions.”

The question of whether the “socialist system” of North Korea repre-
sents another subcategory of the capitalist world-system entails intricate
questions quite other than those relevant to South Korea. But if we admit
that North Korea and even the former Soviet Union are countries where
socialist revolutionaries took power and established certain (more or less)
socialist institutions, rather than societies where socialism as such was
realized, we can then agree that these socialist systems are not indepen-

/ dent systems beyond the framework of the capialist world-economy and
its superstructure, the modern interstate system.
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Thus, neither of the two Korean societies can be a self-complete system,
not just because they are merely subcategories of the world-system but
because, unlike countries that have not been divided, the specific ways in
which the two Koreas participate in the world-system and the determining
power with which the latter operates in them are mediated by a more or
less solidified structure constructed by the division. This makes inevitable
the introduction of the concept of the division system. In other words, the
operation of the “systems” of either North or South canfiot be adequately
explicated without the concept of division system as a middle term. This is

not merely an epistemological matter; it is also a matter of praxis in that
on the Korean peninsula any effective movement is inconceivable separate
from the task of overcoming the division system, whether the movement
in question aims at reunification, or at amelioration within the bounds of
a divided half, or—on a larger scale—at reform or revolutionary transfor-
mation of the world-system.
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