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Local government in France is on the move. After three decades of increasing
local autonomy, a trend highlighted by the much-celebrated Decentralization
Act of 1982 and 1983. France is no longer the Jacobin centralist state it used
to be. Local government nevertheless faces a paradoxical situation. On the

one hand, legitimized by Decentralization reform, it has so far avoided strict

financial controls by the state and its representatives are colonizing national

politics.
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