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In the reflective classroom, the teacher's role is to stimulate thinking,
encourage dialogue, and guide students in evaluating the worth of ideas. The
role of teachers becomes a facilitative one where teachers raise questions, |
foster doubt, present competing views, challenge the ideas of students, and
promote rigorous and democratic dialogue. At the same time, the teacher
must be 1nformed with respect to the issues under discussion. This
facilitative but goal-oriented role contrasts sharply with the authoritarian role
that has often characterized classrooms. Moreover, covering content so that
It may be memorized, limiting questions to those that require specified right
answers, relying on a lecture-recitation mode, and emphasizing trivial facts

without exploring significant ideas are practices that are not compatible with

the reflective classroom. Neither the teacher nor the textbook serves as a |

major source of authority. In the reflective classroom, authority resides
exclusively in evidence, reason, and democratic values. The teacher serves
as a facilitator who stimulates intellectual dialogue and encourages students

to be critical decision makers.
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