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(1)ROBERT  How odd.
(Pause)
He wasn't best man at our wedding, was he?

EMMA  You know he was.

(2JROBERT  Ah yes. Well, that's probably when I introduced him to you.
(Pause)
Was there any message for me, in his letter?
(Pause)
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I mean in the line of business, to do with the world of publishing.
Has he discovered any new and original talent?
He's quite talented at uncovering talent, old Jerry.
No message.
No message. Not even his love?
(Silence)
We're lovers.
Ah. Yes.
I thought it might be something like that, something along those
lines.
When?
What?
When did you think?
Yesterday. Only yesterday. When | saw his handwriting on the
letter.
Before yesterday | was quite ignorant.
Ah.
(Pause)
I'm sorry.
Sorry?
(Silence)
Where does it...take place? Must be a bit awkward.
I mean we've got two kids, he's got two kids, not to mention a
wife...
We have a flat.
Ah. | see.
(Pause)
Nice?
(Pause)
Aflat. It's quite well established then, your...uh...affair?
Yes.
How long?
Some time.
Yes, but how long exactly?
Five years.
Five years?
(Pause)
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Ned is one year old.
(Pause)
Did you hear what | said?
EMMA Yes. He's your son. Jerry was in America. For two months.
(Silence)
(12)ROBERT Did he write to you from America?
EMMA Of course. And | wrote to him.
(13)ROBERT Did you tell him that Ned had been conceived?
EMMA Not by letter.
(14)ROBERT  But when you did tell him, was he happy to know | was to be a
father?
(Pause)
I've always liked Jerry.
To be honest, I've always liked him rather more than I've liked
you.
Maybe | should have had an affair with him myself.
(Silence)
Tell me, are you looking forward to our trip to Torcello?
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