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(A) Composition (25 points)

“When humans were freed from searching for food from dawn to dusk, they finally
had time to build cities, create art, and even muse about the gods. Agriculture and

cities made human life better.” Do you agree with this statement? Write a short

composition in English, in about 300 words, to respond.

(B) Translate the following texts into Chinese (25 points each)
(1) Jeffrey D. Sachs has called Harold Varmus a “global scientist-statesman who

bridges science and society to solve the weightiest global challenges.” But as readers
will learn in this engaging memoir chronicling one man’s series of remarkable careers,
as well as some of the central health-policy issues of our time, Varmus didn’t decide
that he was drawn to medicine until he was one year into a PhD in English literature!
Changing course in characteristically adventurous fashion, Varmus dove headfirst into
medical school, shifted shortly after graduating from practice to research, and soon
found himself at the forefront of cancer research at the Umiversity of California, San
Francisco, on his way toward a Nobel Prize in Medicine.

- Jacket description for Harold Varmus’s memoir, The Art and Politics of Science
(New York: Norton, 2009).

(2) The essence of [Darwin’s] sexual selection is simply that mate choice is a key
element in reproductive success, as your offspring will inherit some or all of your
chosen mate’s looks and behaviour. This is significant because if your genes are to
spread into future generations, you need to have offspring who will themselves be
able to reproduce; they must be fertile, healthy and be able themselves to succeed in
the competition for mates. As the cost of reproduction is substantially higher for
females than for males, and as they have relatively few chances to produce offspring
during their lifespan, females should be far more choosy about whom they mate with
than males. The power of these simple biological facts 1s that a great deal about the
appearance and courtship behaviour of animal species becomes explicable within the
framework of evolutionary theory.

- Steven Mithen, The Singing Neanderthals: The Origins of Music, Language,
Mind, and Body (Harvard UP, 2006), pp. 176-77.



