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By using stale metaphors, similes, and idioms, you save much mental effort, at the cost of leaving your
meaning vague, not only for your reader but for yourself. This is the significance of mixed metaphors. The sole
aim of a metaphor is to call up a visual image. When these images clash -- as in The Fascist octopus has sung

its swan song, the jackbootf is thrown into the melting pot -- it can be taken as certain that the writer is not
seeing a mental image of the objects he is naming; in other words he is not really thinking.

A scmpulous2 writer, in every sentence that he writes, will ask himself at least four questions, thus: 1.
What am I trying to say? 2.What words will express it? 3. What image or idiom will make it clearer? 4. Is this

image fresh enough to have an effect? And he will probably ask himself two more: 1. Could I put it more

shortly? 2. Have I said anything that is avoidably ugly? But you are not obliged to go to all this trouble. You

(From Géorge Orwell, "Politics and the English Language")

can shirk it by simply throwing your mind open and letting the ready-made phrases come crowding in. They

will construct your sentences for you -- even think your thoughts for you, to a certain extent -- and at need they
will perform the important service of partially concealing your meaning even from yourself.
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' (n.) 1. A stout military boot that extends above the kneg; 2. A person who uses bullying tactics, especially to force compliance;
3.The spirit sustaining and motivating a militaristic, highly aggressive, or totalitarian regime or system.
? (adj.) 1. Conscientious and exact; painstaking; 2. Having scruples; principled.

KA AYE




