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The most profound challenge to papal authority in the later Middle Ages came
from Bohemia. Here the spiritual, intellectual, political, and economic criticisms
of the papacy that sprang up in other countries fused in one explosive spark.
Religious dissent quickly became the vehicle for a nationalist uprising and a social
revolution: the Hussite movement.

Under Emperor Charles IV, the pace of economic development and social
change in the Holy Roman Empire had quickened in the mid-fourteenth century.
Prague, the capital of Bohemia, became one of Europe’s great cities: the new sil-
ver mine at Kutnia Hora boosted Prague’s economic growth, and the first univer-
sity in the empire was founded there in 1348, Bohemia, a part of the Holy Roman
Empire, had been settled by a Slavic people, the Czechs, since the early Middle
Ages. Later, many German merchants and artisans migrated to Bohemian cities,
and Czech peasants, uprooted from the land, flocked to the cities in search of
employment. This diverse society became a potentially explosive mass when
heightened expectations of commercial and intellectual growth collided with the
grim realities of the plague and economic problems in the late fourteenth century.
Tax protests, urban riots, and ethnic conflicts signaled growing unrest, but it was
religious discontent that became the focus for popular revolt.

(318 : Lynn Hunt and others, The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, 4 Concise
History. 20d edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007. Vol. II., p. 445). (25 %)
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