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| When a presidont of the United States deciares war on cancer or
poverty or drugs, we know that "war" is a metaphor. an_s‘ anyone think
that this war — the war that America has declared dl; terrorism — is a
metaphor? But it is, and one with powerful consequences. War has been

disclased, not actually declared, since the threat is. deemed to be
self-evident, |

Real wars are not metaphors, And real wars have a bagiiﬁ:ing and an
~end. Even the horrendous, intrant_a,blu conflict between Israel and
Palestine will end one day. But this antitnrror war can never end. That is

one sign that it is not a war ‘but, rathar, a mandate for axpandmg the use
of American power.. o ' '

When the gnvernmunt declares war on cancer or poverty or drugs it
means the government is askmg that new forces be mn‘bilizud to address
the problem. Tt also means that the gnvurnmant cannot do a whole lot to
solve it. When tha ‘government declares war on: tarmr:um — terrorism

. o being a multinatiqnal. largely clandestine netw_o:k._of ‘enemies — it
| means that the government is giving itself permission to do what it
wants. When it wants to intervene somowhere, it will., It will brook no
limits on its power, | o

America has ‘overy: right tu Thunt dnwn the purpetraturs of thess

~ "grimes and their ancnmlean But thia dutarmmatmn is not necessarily a
war. Limited, focused military angunments do mnot translate into
"wartime" at home. There are better ways to check America's enemies,
loss destructive of constitutional rights and of international agreements

that serve the public interest of all, than continuing to invoke the
dangerous, lobotomizing notion of endless war.
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