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Of course there is no single explanation for PISA’ s mind-boggling success.
PISA has obviously hit something in the public mind, or in the political mind,
at least in Western Europe societies. This makes it “knowledge of most worth.”
[t is unlikely that this success is a result only of the quality and scope of
PISA. If one accepts at least some of the criticism concerning PISA’ s weak
reliability and doubtful validity, the opposite seems to be the case. What is
of “most worth” in the eyes of the public is not the complicated and often
overstretched research techniques or the specific design but the simple messages
which front the public appearance of PISA: the league tables and the summaries
which indicate what PISA sees as the weakness or strengths of different system

of schooling.
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