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1.

The research project described in this report is the second examination of Chicago’s
“new news ecosystem” undertaken by the authors on behalf of The Chicago Community
Trust, using sophisticated network analytics. The first study, based on data gathered in
August 2010, provided insights into the most important news and information websites
in Chicago, based on an analysis of the hyperlinks connecting these sites, It may have
been the first network analysis focusing specifically on links among news sites in a local
U.S. market. The new study, with data from April 2012, updates and extends the findings
of the first study and adds a novel analysis of web-analytics data for almost 100 websites
in the region. The key findings from our links research are:

{1} 301 websites form what we consider to be the core of the Chicago news and
Information ecosystem — sites that are connected to each other by one or more links.
This network is 13 percent larger than the network of 268 connected sites identified
in the 2010 study.

(2) Chicago’s 2012 network of sites is more tightly linked than in 2010. Almost 3 percent
of all possible site-to-site links exist — almost twice what we found in 2010.

(3) Three national sites with a local presence now play very important roles in the
ecosystem because they have actively embraced linking to other sites: patch.com
(AOL's hyper local network), huffingtonpost.com {which has an active Chicago subsite)
and chicago.everyblock.com {which, under the ownerghlp of MSNBC, has expanded
its influence in the network by enabling and promnting conversations among
residents of Chicago neighborhoods).

2.

China's state broadcaster is launching a major expansion in pursuit of an international
audience, increasing its overseas staff fivefold by the end of next year and almost
tenfold by 2016. China Central Television (CCTV) hopes to win millions of viewers
in the US and Africa with English-language services produced in Washington and Nairobi.
It is the latest in a muitibillion-pound soft power push, as Beijing searches for a "cultural
aircraft carrier” to extend its globa!l influence.
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{continued)

"Global competition nowadays is not just political and economic, but cultural ...
Countries that take the dominant position in cultural development and own strong
cultural soft power are the ones that gain the initiative in fierce internationai
competition,” argued an essay in Chinese journal Leadership Decision-Making
Information last month.

The CCTV expansion is arguably the most ambitious, although the broadcaster
declined to answer queries about the plans. According to its website, it had 49 staff
posted abroad in November 2010 — with 10 more in Hong Kong and Macau - and wants
overseas staff to increase to 280 by 2012. That number should rise to 500 by 2016,
across 80 bureaus.  ( Source: The Guardian, 8 Dec 2011)
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