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This exam consists of two parts: 1. English Literature (60%) and 2. American Literature (40%).
Please read the questions carefully. You have 130 minutes to complete the answers.

Part One: English Literature (60%)
Please choose THREE of the following questions. (20% each)

1. How did the Roman settlement, Anglo-Saxton immigration, and the Norman conquest inform the
early development of the history of the English language and literature? Please use specific examples
of medieval literature to illustrate your points.

2. The zeitgeist of the Renaissance is usually defined by the spirit of doubt. What is the zeitgeist of the
English Renaissance? Please give THREE examples of English Renaissance Literature (poetry, prose
fiction, epic, and drama) to discuss the ways in which English writers/playwrights react to the
European traditions of humanism. Authors in consideration may include (but not limited to) Sir
Thomas More, Sir Thomas Wyatt, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Philip Sidney, Edmund Spenser,
Christopher Marlowe, John Donne, etc.

3. It’s been taken for granted that the long eighteenth century is the age of satire. What are the definitive
characteristics of Restoration and eighteenth-century English literature? Please analyze in-depth the
texts and contexts of any of the following writers: John Dryden, Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift,
Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, Walter Scott, etc.

4. Because of the industrial revolution, the French Revolution, and the rise of the British Empire,
English literature has gone global. What are the important themes that occupy the minds of
nineteenth-century writers? Please give a few examples to illustrate their criticism of life.

5. Because of war, colonization, environmental crises, natural disasters, (anti)globalization as well as
the rising awareness of gender, racial, and ethnic equality, the development of modern English
literature after 1900 has been given a more diverse look. Please comment on any aspects of literary
development after 1900.

Part Two: American Literature (40%)

1. Examine a literary work predating 1900, another from the twentieth century, and a contemporary
piece (post-2000). Explore the cultural, historical, and societal contexts surrounding each text and
thoroughly analyze a common theme that transcends various eras in American literature.

Please note that in both parts, grading will be based on the depth of analysis (20%), the
incorporation of cultural, historical, and societal contexts (20%), the clarity and coherence of
writing {(40%), and the relevance of the chosen works (20%).






