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For the following questions, you will be graded on the clarity of your writing, in terms of
the structure, grammar, as well as the appropriateness, correctness and relevance of the

particular examples and facts that you use to illustrate or to support your viewpoints.
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2. English has one kind of verbal valence-changing prefix that can be regarded as an applicative
marker, for example the prefix out-, as in run/outrun, play/outplay, shineloutshine. State how
. the syntactic structure, the argument structure and the meaning are affected in such a valence-

changing operation. Elaborate your discussions with appropriate examples. (25 points)
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4. (a) What is metaphor? Define and explain the linguistic phenomenon of metaphor. (10 points)
(b) Read the poem “Metaphors” below, published in 1959 by American poet Sylvia Plath,

which she wrote when she was pregnant. Discuss the metaphors in it and explain also
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the tone change in the end of the poem. (15 points)
Metaphors by Sylvian Plath

I’m ariddle in nine syllables,

An elephant, a ponderous house,

A melon strolling on two tendrils.

O red fruit, ivory, fine timbers!

This loaf’s big with its yeasty rising.

Money’s new minted in this fat purse.

I’m a means, a stage, a cow in calf,

I’ve eaten a bag of green apples,
Boarded the train there’s no getting off.

ST L e






