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— -~ Senior Officials Meeting paves way for progress on deliverables at MC13:

A two-day meeting of senior trade officials concluded at the WTO on 24 October 2023 served as an|
important milestone in the preparations for the WTO’s MC13, to be held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, from 26 to 29 February 2024,

The aim of the meeting was to take stock of progress on issues on the negotiating agenda, take decisions as|
appropriate, and solve specific problems. Participants also sought to point the way to possible deliverables for
MC13, provide political guidance and support for the ministerial preparations, and deliberate on pressing]
global issues.

At the start of the Senior Officials Meeting, WTO members, in a special General Council meeting adoptedh
a decision to assist least-developed countries (LDCs) on the path to graduation from LDC status. During the
two-day meeting, senior officials had the opportunity to engage with each other on WTO members' priority
areas in various configurations, including plenary meetings of the full membership, breakout sessions on|
specific issues, bilateral talks, group coordination meetings, and consultations with the chairs or facilitators of
negotiations.

The breakout sessions on the first day, where members split into three groups to enable interactive
conversations, focused on the issues of agricuiture, including food security; trade and development; the
“second wave” of the fisheries subsidies negotiations; and dispute settlement reform. On the second day, the
breakout sessions took place in two groups and focused on the issues of trade and industrial policy, and trade
and environmental sustainability.

The plenary meetings included an opening “scene-setting” session, reports from the breakout group
facilitators at the end of day one, a session on other areas of work in view of MC13 preparations (including
the issues of WTO reform, the e-commerce work programme and moratorium, the MC12 Decision on the
TRIPS Agreement, and others), and a closing session on the way forward, including a concluding summary
from the General Council Chair and the Director-General.

The GC Chair also stressed that delegations in Geneva have been putting a lot of effort into improving the
daily functioning of WTO bodies through the so-called “reform by doing” process. She invited senioq
officials to commend the hard work of Geneva delegates and to continue to reform by doing for the benefit of]
the membership.

The Director-General said “The world is looking to the WTO and other multilateral institutions to show
that we can contribute to solutions and bring a bit of certainty in a sea of uncertainty,” and “That is why at
MCI13 we need to show the world some solid deliverables on all fronts: fisheries and sustainability;|
agriculture and food security; development; e-commerce moratorium; services and digital trade; investment;
and above all on WTO reform, particularly on reforming our dispute settlement system.” [Source: WTO|
News/General Council, 24 Oct. 2023]
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P4 + WTO Secretariat launches trade policy toolkit at COP28 to support action on climate goals:
 The WTO Secretariat on 2 December 2023 launched a 10-point set of “Trade Policy Tools for Climate]

Action” at the 28th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai to present governments|
with a toolkit to draw from in their efforts to meet global climate targets.
The new publication explores how integrating the trade policy options into national strategies can help|
economies mitigate the effects of climate change and adapt to its consequences. Director-General says that
“In this publication, the WTO Secretariat explores 10 trade policy tools that can accelerate progress towardsl
climate goals. Each element could be integrated into nationally determined contributions (NDCs) and
national adaptation plans (NAPs) as economies look to ratchet up the ambition of their climate strategies.”
The options include: (1) introducing trade facilitation measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissionj
associated with cumbersome border customs procedures; (2) deploying green government procuremen
policies; (3) using international standards to avoid fragmentation when upgrading energy efficiency

regulations; (4) reviewing regulations and restrictions on providers of climate-related services to suppo
climate mitigation and adaptation efforts; (5) rebalancing import tariffs to increase the uptake of low-carbo
technologies;

(6) reforming environmentally harmful subsidies to unlock additional resources for climate action; (7)
facilitating and increasing trade finance to support the diffusion of climate-related technologies an
equipment; (8) improving how food and agricultural markets function to support climate adaptation an
mitigation by easing trade in food; (9) strengthening sanitary and phytosanitary systems to protect economie
from the spread of disease, pests and other related risks heightened by climate change; and (10) improving]
the coordination of climate-related internal taxes, including carbon pricing and equivalent policies, to reduce
policy fragmentation and compliance costs.

On the issue of import tariffs, the publication notes that crude oil and coal face average tariffs of 0.8% an
1.6% respectively while renewable energy equipment faces average tariffs of 3.2%, with some economie
applying tariffs as high as 12%. Import tariffs could be reviewed with a view to promoting the affordability]
and uptake of green energy, it states. At least 30 WTO members from all regions and levels of economic
development, furthermore, have already used tariff reductions for environmental purposes, mostly for
renewable technologies and low-carbon and electric vehicles. [Source: WTO News/Publications, 2 Dec.
2023]
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