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It is with Vinaya that Buddhist monastics define their identity and regulate their
collective life in the monasteries. This paper deals with two Vinaya reforms in post-
war Taiwan. After the 1949 relocation of the government of the Nationalist Party to
Taiwan, the Buddhist Association.of the Republic ef China (BAROC) established the
“Triple Platform Ordination” to make Taiwan the stronghold of “authentic” Chinese
Buddhism. After the lifting of martial law in Taiwan, the Vinaya masters leading the
second wave of the Vinaya movement were mostly Chinese monks who arrived in
Taiwan after 1970 and began holding their own ordination ceremonies after 1993.
These male Vinaya masters criticized the ordination system established by BAROC as
illegitimate due to its failure to implem‘ent Dual Ordination.

In order to legitimate their new ordination system, more precisely, only Dual
Ordination ceremonies that foreground the practice of the Eight Revered Conditions
as contained in the MahaprajGpati-bhiksuni-sétra are considered legitimate by the
“Vinaya monasteries and nunneries” that grew out of Second Wave Vinaya. This
emphasis on the Eight Revered Conditions gives male Vinaya masters the authority to
(re-)define the identity of bhiksunis, as well as of changing the relationship between
monasteries and nunneries. :
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1. Each of these religions began as the faith of a relatively small group of
closely related ethnic peoples. Each has, in the modern world, become a
global community, and, with one notable exception, each has transcended
its beginning to become an international multiethnic community. Judaism,
of course, largely defines itself by its common heritage and ancestry and has
an alternative but equally fascinating story.
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2. Each tradition has developed a way of encountering and introducing
individuals to spiritual reality as well as a vocabulary for it. It has also
developed a set of concepts and a language to discuss the spiritual world

and humanity’s place within it.

3. In each volume, the largest number of entries explore the concepts, the

beliefs that flow from them, and the practices that they have engendered.
The authors have attempted to explain these key religious concepts in a

nontechnical language and toscommunieate their meaning and logic to a

person otherwise unfamiliar with the religion as a whole.
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