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The Gay Genius: The Life and Times of Su Tungpo [EE:ZE 4]

If you go up the Yangtse River, beyond Hankow, past the famous gorges into the
westernmost province of Szechunen, and further follow the river past Chungking to its
origins, you will come to a giant stone Buddha, three hundred and sixty feet high, carved
out of a mountain cliff on the bank. Here at the western border of the province and at the
foot of the giant Omei Mountain, the highest of China, is Loshan [#£1l1], called Kiachow [3Z
#H] in the days of Su Tungpo. At this point the Min River [l T] flows into the Yangtse. The
Min River, coming down from the north-western mountains of the western aborigines,
rushes down in a big and deep torrent and, joining another river coming down from the
Omei, makes a straight dash for the Giant Stone Buddha of Loshan, where the river then
turns gradually south-east and then east to flow directly into the China Sea. Lying in the
shadow of the eternally cloud-covered peaks of Omei, and some forty miles north of
Loshan, is the town of Meishan [[Fili], in Meichow district, made famous in China’s literary
history as the home of the most distinguished literary family in China. This was the Su
family, also known as the “Three Sus.” The father was Su Shiin, who gave birth to two
illustrious sons, Su Shih (Tungpo), and Su Cheh (Tseyu) [-FH]. Together the father and
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sons account for three of the “Eight Great Prose Masters of the Tang and Sung Dynasties.”

It was not a very big town, but it was comfortable for a place of residence. A poet of the
twelfth century reported that the streets were kept very clean and that Meishan was famous
for its lotus flowers in May and June. The cultivation of the lotus flower had grown into an
industry, for dealers from the neighbouring cities obtained their lotus flowers from this

place. As one went up the streets, one passed many ponds on the roadside covered with
these flowers, whose fragrance filled the air.

(371 words, selected from The Gay Genius: The Life and Times of Su Tungpo, written by Lin
Yutang.) , '
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