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“It is a melancholy truth—yet such is the blessed effect of civilization—the most respectable women
are the most oppressed; and, unless they have understandings far superior to the common run of
understandings, taking in both sexes, they must, from being treated like contemptible beings, become
contemptible. How many women thus waste life away the prey of discontent, who might have
practiced as physicians, regulated a farm, managed a shop, and stood erect, supported by their own
industry, instead of hanging their heads surcharged with the dew of sensibility... Proud of their
weakness, however, [women] must always be protected, guarded from care, and all the rough toils
that dignify the mind. If this be the fiat of fate, if they will make themselves insignificant and
contemptible, sweetly to waste “life away,” let them not expect to be valued when their beauty fades,
for it is the fate of the fairest flowers to be admired and pulled to pieces ... Would men but generously
snap our chains, and be content with rational fellowship instead of slavish obedience, they would find
us more observant daughters, move affectionate sisters, more faithful wives, and more reasonable
mothers—in a word, better citizens. We should then love them with true affection, because we should
learn to respect ourselves; and the peace of mind of a2 worthy man would not be interrupted by the idle
vanity of his wife.” (35 43)




