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2.. QUESTION TWO: Each of the following groups of phones have some phonetic

properties in common. Please choose the most precise and complete description of the
shared properties for each group of phones, and write down your answer on the
answer sheet (20%).

a. [f, s, X, Z, ¥]
(i) fricative (ii) stop (iii) coronal fricative (iv) affricate
b. [tf, d3, ts, ts']
(1) fricative (ii) stop (iii) affricate (iv) dental affricate
c.[p, b, t,d. k, g]
(i) voiced obstruent (ii).obstruent (iii) sonorant (iv) continuant
d.fm,n, 1,1, s]
(i) voiced obstruent (ii) nasal (iii) voiceless sonorant (iv) continuant
e.[d,n,rz5s]
(i) voiced obstruent (ii) coronal (iif) sonorant (1v) continuant
f. [1, u, &, uL, A]
(i) obstruent (ii) tense vowel (iii) vowel (iv) consonant
g.[&, 1,0, U]
(i) obstruent (ii) voiced obstruent (iii) lax vowel (iv) tense vowel
h. [j, w, 4]
(1) obstruent (ii) glide (iii) coronal (iv).vowel
i. [th, k, p"]
(1) anterior obstruent (ii) spread obstruent (iii) sonorant (iv) continuant
j-le, ¥, @, 9]
(i) low vowel (ii) obstruent (iii) mid vowel (iv) back vowel
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3. QUESTION THREE: In English, the voiceless obstruents /p, t, k/ are in
complementary distribution with the voiced ones /b, d, g/. The following list the
surface variants of the voiceless obstruents (Katamba, 1989:117)
Data A Data B
[ p"t] “pit” [p**ul] ‘pool®
[thik] “tick’ [t"rok] “took’
[khil] ‘keel’ [k¥ul] ‘cool’
[sttend] ‘attend’ [ek*hystik] ‘acoustic’
a. State the first rule that derives the surface variants from the basic phonemes/ p, t,
k/ for Data A set (Hint: Aspiration) (10%).
b. State the second rule that derives the surface variants from the basic phonemes /p,
t, k/ for Data B set (Hint: Labialization) (10%).
¢. Do the rules need to be operated in a particular order (10%)?
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