RusisRE (1) RERIEVIBEFRAA

2
fw a0 % # 31

= L ¥l 2 =
AR ufle S # 3 B R 10,5 ) &

Wi (R BT EE)

- BN mEEEER - Y EEH AN ? £iiaE Hume WERIIER « &
FIFTE ACHIPT B SR 2 1dea SUfE{R imagination > FRREHEE— L HERENEZLKEE
4 HYENZR impression——F JIDAAE EEEERER - ELlel @ IFITREERS B BEER
W Al sERBERMEESCEEBEL > U aEEHSEKERsENL - B2
Hume H D HEH —ELFEEBHRTHEF : JHEMIIRE R (“the missing shade of
blue”) ° Hume BYE 4T -

There is, however, one contradi€toryf phenomenion. “which may prove, that it is not absolutely
impossible for ideas to arise independent of their cortespondent impressions. I believe it will
readily be allowed, that the seyeral distinet ideas of €olour, which enter by the eye, or those of
sound, which are conVeyed.by the ear, are really different fronteach other; though, at the same
time, resemblings Now if this be truc of-different colours, it must be no less so of the different
shades of the same eolour; and €aeh shade produces adistinet idea, indépendent of the rest. For if
this should be denied, it is possible, by the continual gradation of shades. to run a colour insensibly
into what is most remete from it; and if you 'will'netallow any of the means to be different, you
cannot, without/absurdity, deny the extremes to be.the same. Suppose, therefore, a person to have
enjoyed his sight for thirty years, and-to-havesbecome petfectly acquainted with colours of all
kinds, except onc particular shade-of-blue, for-instance, which it never has been his fortune to
meet with. Let allithe'different shades ofthat colour, except that singlé one, be placed before him,
descending gradually fromithe deepestito thelightest; ighisfplain.gthat he will perceive a blank,

where that shade 1§ wantings and will be sensible, that there is algreater distance in that place |

between the contigtious eoloursithan.in any other. New. I ask, whether it be possible for him, from
his own imagination, to supply thisidc{iciency, andstaise up to himself the idea of that particular
shade, though it hadynever been conveyed to him by his senses” I believe there are few but will
be of opinion that he ean: And this may serve as a proof, that the simple ideas are not always, in
every instance, derived fagn1 the'correspefident impressionss’though this instance is so singular,
that it is scarcely worth our OBseswfig, and docS"mets€rit, that for it alone we should alter our
general maxim.
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