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Part I: English Literature: 50%

Choose TWO of the following questions. (25% each)

The pre-18th century period witnessed a dynamic interplay between religious, political, and
social forces, deeply shaping the literary imagination. Focus on a major work or set of works
from this period (e.g., Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales, John Milton’s Paradise Lost, or
a selection of metaphysical poetry) and analyze how literature reflects and critiques the dominant
ideologies of its time. How do these texts navigate tensions between tradition and innovation,
authority and dissent, or the sacred and the secular?

Romanticism is often characterized by its reverence for nature, yet contemporary ecocritical
perspectives reveal complexities in this relationship that extend beyond mere idealization.
Drawing on the works of key Romantic poets, such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, or John Keats, analyze how their portrayals of nature reflect tensions between the
human and the non-human world. Incorporate insights from contemporary ecocritical theories,
such as Timothy Morton’s concept of 'dark ecology' or Kate Rigby’s discussions of 'ecological
exile.' How do these theories help to reframe Romanticism’s engagement with nature in light of
current environmental crises?

James Joyce’s works are often considered both a pinnacle of Modernist experimentation and a
reflection of the cultural, political, and linguistic transformations of the 20th century. Name at
least two of Joyce’s innovations in narrative technique and how these techniques contribute to the
broader goals of Modernism. Situate Joyce’s contributions within the context of 20th-century
British literature, comparing them to at least one other Modernist writer. How do their works
collectively respond to the crises and challenges of the modern era?

Part II: American Literature: 50%

Write a concise and well-structured essay on each of TWO of the following. In your response, use
concrete examples and textual evidence from at least Three literary works to support your
arguments and analysis: (25% each)

“America is woven of many strands. I would recognize them and let it so remain.... Our fate is to
become one, and yet many—This is not prophecy but description.” Discuss.

There is an enduring affinity between literature and the environment, exemplified by works such
as Henry David Thoreau’s Walden and Linda Hogan’s Solar Storms, among others. Explore how
literature navigates themes such as biodiversity, environmental justice, survival amid endemic
precarity and global catastrophe, and/or the multifaceted impacts of climate change on both
humans and nonhumans. In your analysis, consider how these works use narrative, imagery, and
symbolism to address ecological crises and advocate for a renewed understanding of humanity’s
interconnectedness with the natural world.

Women's literature has been instrumental in shaping and advancing feminist consciousness across
generations. Analyze how literary texts engage with the themes of identity, agency, and resistance
to illuminate the struggles of women as they navigate patriarchal structures. How do these
narratives envision transformative possibilities for individual empowerment and broader societal
change?
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