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PART ONE: Reading Comprehension

Instructions: Read the following passage carefully, then choose the correct answer to the questions
below. Only one answer is correct. (40%)

_|Educational Theories

Theories of education encompass the methods, purposes, and values associated with teaching and
learning. These theories help shape the educational systems we use today, grounding them in
philosophical, psychological, and social principles. Education, at its core, involves the transmission of
knowledge, skills, and values.

John Dewey, a prominent 20th-century American philosopher and educational reformer, believed in a
pragmatic approach to education. Dewey emphasized the importance of learning through experience and
active participation rather than rote memorization. He viewed education as a means to prepare
individuals for life, advocating for the integration of democratic values into the classroom. According to
Dewey, critical thinking and problem-solving skills were fundamental to a meaningful education.

In contrast, the traditionalist approach, represented by figures like E.D. Hirsch, places emphasis on core
knowledge and cultural literacy. Traditionalists argue that students must master a foundational body of
knowledge to engage effectively with society. Hirsch posited that without shared cultural references,
students might struggle to connect with broader social and intellectual frameworks.

Constructivism, rooted in the work of Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget, shifts the focus toward the
learner’s active role in constructing knowledge. Piaget argued that learning is a developmental process
that evolves through stages of cognitive growth. This approach encourages exploration, discovery, and
collaboration, supporting the idea that learners should be active participants in their own educational
journey.

Meanwhile, Paulo Freire, a Brazilian educator and philosopher, critiqued traditional education systems as
being oppressive and reinforcing societal hierarchies. In his work, he introduced the concept of the
"banking model" of education, wherein students are treated as passive recipients of information. Freire
advocated for a more participatory, dialogical model of education aimed at liberation and empowerment,
especially for marginalized groups.

Educational theories continue to evolve, but their shared goal remains: to equip learners with the tools
they need to think critically, engage with the world, and shape their own futures.

Questions

Question 1. What is the primary difference between Dewey’s and Hirsch’s educational philosophies?
[8%]

A. Dewey focuses on experiential learning, while Hirsch emphasizes cultural literacy.
B. Dewey advocates rote memorization, while Hirsch promotes problem-solving.
C. Both share the same educational principles.
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D. Hirsch believes in democratic classrooms, while Dewey does not.
Question 2. According to Freire, what is the main issue with the "banking model" of education? [8%]

A. Tt empowers students to think critically.

B. It treats students as passive recipients of knowledge.
C. It encourages dialogue and participation.

D. It emphasizes cultural literacy over problem-solving.

Question 3. What is constructivism, as described in the passage? [8%]

A traditional approach to learning through memorization.

A theory that emphasizes the active role of learners in building knowledge.
A method focused solely on social and cultural literacy.

A rigid system of structured educational practices.
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Question 4. How did Freire view the role of education in society? [8%]

A. As atool for maintaining societal hierarchies.

B. Asaway to empower individuals and promote liberation.
C. As ameans to master core knowledge.

D. As apassive process for students to absorb information.

Question 5. Which educational theory emphasizes the developmental stages of learning? [8%]

A. Traditionalism

B. Pragmatism

C. Constructivism
D. Freirean Pedagogy

PART TWO: English Composition
Instructions: Choose one of the following prompts and write a 500-word essay. (60%)

A. Which of the educational philosophies discussed in the passage do you agree with the most?
Explain your position, providing specific reasons and examples.

B. Compare and contrast two educational theories mentioned in the passage. Which approach do you
believe is more effective in addressing the needs of 21st-century learners?

Guidelines:

e Your essay must be original and written in your own words.
e Provide specific examples to support your arguments.
« No points will be awarded for sentences copied directly from the passage.

End of Examination
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