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1. The UK has announced it is giving up sovereignty of a remote but strategically important cluster of]
islands in the Indian Ocean after more than half a century. The deal-reached after years of]
negotiations-will see the UK hand over the Chagos Islands to Mauritius in a historic move. This
includes the tropical atoll of Diego Garcia, used by the US government as a military base for its navy
ships and long-range bomber aircraft. The announcement, made in a joint statement by the UK and
Mauritian Prime Ministers, ends decades of often fractious negotiations between the two countries (4
October 2024, BBC News). (25 %)

2. The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) met in Limassol
(Cyprus) to take important decisions on the regulation of ICCAT’s fisheries including: adopting a new
management measure for tropical tunas, implementing two new Candidate Management Procedures
(CMPs) for northern Atlantic swordfish and western skipjack, and also planning a new Management
Strategy Evaluation (MSE) process for southern Atlantic albacore and Atlantic blue shark. These
novel measures, which are the result of extensive collaboration among scientists, managers and
stakeholders, should ensure long-term, sustainable and profitable fisheries of these stocks (18
November 2024, ICCAT Press Release). (25 %)

3. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has identified the need
to further strengthen sustained systematic observations of the ocean and address gaps by developing
or employing new ocean observation techniques to monitor the ocean and better understand climate
change impacts. An example of a tool used to that end is ReefCloud, a cloud-based, open-source
technology powered by artificial intelligence to facilitate the management, analysis and reporting of]
coral reef monitoring data. Satellite imagery and independent autonomous underwater gliders can
assist with forecasting and understanding ocean acidification by monitoring the behaviour of]
phytoplankton (UN General Assembly, 4/78/67). (25 4~)

4. The alarming state of degradation of our world’s oceans is well known. Action on various fronts is
necessary to restore the health and resilience of the marine environment, to mitigate and adapt to the
effects of climate change and to protect and preserve marine ecosystems and sustainably use their
resources. The well-being and livelihoods of so many depend on it. Central to these efforts must be
the collection of ocean observation data, which allows us to understand the state of the ocean and
marine resources, to predict future impacts and to manage human activities in a way that ensures that
the ocean continues to support the sustainable development of present and future generations (UN
General Assembly, 4/77/68). (25 %)
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