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Taiwanese Journal of Sociology
June 2021, 69: 101-140 / Research Note
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Populism and Anti-Elite Sentiments in Taiwan:
An Analysis of the World Values Survey Data

Ming-Chang Tsai

Research Center for Humanities and Sociat Sciences, Academia Sinica

Hsin-Hsin Pan

Department of Sociology, Socchow University

We conceptualize populism in Taiwan as endorsing anti-elite sentiments,
which comprise popular sovereignty, anti-elitism, sincere people, and strong
leadership. Based on the 2019 Taiwan dataset of the World Values Survey, we
use the latent class analysis to differentiate respondents into three groups:
the weak, mild, and strong populists. We find that approximately one-third of
Taiwanese is weak populists who expect more power elites’ attention; 54%
is mild populists, who voice their policy concerns but feel disregarded by
power elites; and one-eighth is the strong populists with the highestscore on
all four dimensions of anti-elite sentiments. Because both the mild and strong
populists sum up to two-thirds of the adult population, a large majority seems
to hold an anti-elite sentiment. The outcomes from our further analysis of the
social-economic and demographic backgrounds of the populists suggest that
strong populism is positively associated with perceived economic insecurity
and support for the KMT party. Moreover, populists tend to believe that
elites and the government are corrupt, register a low level of political trust,
and discriminate against homosexuals, people with HIV, and immigrants.
In summary, populists in Taiwan not only denigrate elites but also are
conservative in value positions.

Keywords: populism, latent class analysis, political trust, social prejudice
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