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Wang Shizhen, who came to dominate literary and cultural circles for twenty years,
especially admired Jin and Tang dynasty calligraphy, Song dynasty painting, and
Song porcelain, and he advocated visual culture as a testimony to history. He
proposed the notion of “Five Transformations in Painting History,” in which he
clearly identified changes in the period style of Chinese painting. As for the arts and
crafts of his day, Wang also had many opinions. He particularly promoted the “Three
Masters of Wu” in Calligraphy, was able to discern the phenomenon of fake
tapestries, and criticized the popularity of Ming official porcelains as a mistake. His
views and observations all derived from a keen eye and a willingness to go against

popular trends. (25 %)



