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一、請核對准考證與答案卡號碼是否相同。

二、選擇題每題2分共50題，每題都有（A）至（D）4個選項中選出1個最適當的答案，然後畫記於答案卡上同一題號相對位置方格內，請用2B軟心鉛筆畫記。如須塗改，務必用橡皮擦拭乾淨，不得用立可白塗拭，否則不為電腦接受時應自行負責。答錯不倒扣。
三、考完後請將「答案卡」及「試題」一併繳回。
I. Single Choice: choose the word(s) that best completes the sentence. 
1. As second in command, responsibility 

 upon me.

(A) devolved

(B) postulated

(C) explicated

(D) digressed
2. Despite the police roadblocks, the thieves were able to 

 with the loot.

(A) conceal

(B) penetrate

(C) abscond

(D) vault

3. I came to doubt my 

 in the subject after failing the midterm examination.

(A) consciousness
(B) aptitude

(C) jurisdiction
(D) capacity
4. When submitting a tax form, a 

 of all assets is required by law.

(A) disclosure

(B) impetus

(C) consultation
(D) departure
5. The 

 side-effects of the policy changes led to widespread condemnation of the plan.

(A) inconsiderate
(B) unintended
(C) precocious

(D) zealous

6. The 

 of the situation became clearer after speaking with several experts.

(A) production

(B) illusion

(C) dubiety

(D) limbo
7. Unfortunately, the new government report is, at best, 

.

(A) erroneous

(B) explicit

(C) rigid


(D) disturbing

8. In its 

 form, this compound is dangerous.

(A) acidic


(B) restrained

(C) undiluted

(D) elementary
9. Through her 

 efforts, she was able to secure the job.

(A) distinguished
(B) informative
(C) tenacious

(D) ephemeral

10. The professor’s 

 speaking style put everyone to sleep.

(A) lilting


(B) ponderous

(C) transverse

(D) lumbering

11. The committee decided to reassess the 

 signed five years earlier.

(A) conference
 (B) obituary 

(C) judgment 

(D) treaty
12. A 

 of pottery found at the site proved to be of great age.
(A) collation 

 (B) shard 

(C) design 

(D) vase
13. The children were somewhat too 

, so I went to my study and closed the door.

(A) languid
 
 (B) sheer 

(C) constant 

(D) boisterous

14. The large number of        voters made predicting the election outcome difficult.

(A) insecure 

 (B) predominant 
(C) affluent 

(D) unaligned

15. A reduction in local 


 has led to concerns about access to health care.

(A) newsagents 
 (B) practitioners 
(C) narcotics 

(D) rumors
16. We can probably 

 a ten percent increase in the number of visitors.

(A) facilitate 

 (B) fuse 

(C) elaborate 

(D) contain
17. During difficult times, religious faith becomes a 

 of hope to many.

(A) beacon 

 (B) precondition 
(C) fantasy 

(D) repository

18. Even in rural areas, 


 are a thing of the past.

(A) venues 

 (B) distributors 
(C) districts 

(D) outhouses

19. We discussed every 


 of the plan before putting it into practice.
(A) postulate 

 (B) entitlement 
(C) facet 

(D) dimension

20. The brothers were 

 after several years of estrangement.

(A) reconciled 
 (B) worrisome 
(C) annoyed 

(D) obligated

21. Peter ___________ television just now when he should have been studying. 

(A) is watching 
 (B) will watch 
(C) watched 

(D) was watching 

22. I'm sure Jessie ________ not ________ lending you her book if you promise to take good care of it. 

(A) do... mind 
 (B) will... mind 
(C) should ... mind  (D) did... mind 

23. Hui Min ___________ to Australia to visit her friend next Christmas. 

(A) would go 

 (B) went 

(C) is going 

 (D) are going 

24. When Jennifer ___________ a song, the telephone rang. 
(A) was recording 
 (B) is recording 
(C) records 

 (D) recorded 
25. Lily's father ___________ the family to the zoo tomorrow. 
(A) took 


(B) was taking 
(C) is taking 

(D) take

26. The boy _________ with his toys quietly.
(A) is playing 
(B) were playing 
(C) playing 

(D) play 

27. Look! The birds ___________ in the sky. 
(A) were flying 
(B) flies 


(C) are flying 

(D) fly 

28. Jenny  _________us which bus to take to Pasir Ris Park. 
(A) are telling 
(B) will tell 

(C) shall telling 
(D) tell 

29. Kumar is going to __________ badminton after work. 
(A) playing 

(B) play 


(C) played 

(D) plays
30. My brother __________ when the loud noise woke him up.
(A) was sleeping 
(B) will sleep 

(C) sleeps 

(D) slept
II. Reading comprehension 
Passage 1

All mammals feed their young. Beluga whale mothers, for example, nurse their calves for some twenty months, until they are about to give birth again and their young are able to find their own food. The behavior of feeding of the young is built into the reproductive system. It is a nonelective part of parental care and the defining feature of a mammal, the most important thing that mammals-- whether marsupials, platypuses, spiny anteaters, or placental mammals -- have in common. 

But not all animal parents, even those that tend their offspring to the point of hatching or birth, feed their young. Most egg-guarding fish do not, for the simple reason that their young are so much smaller than the parents and eat food that is also much smaller than the food eaten by adults. In reptiles, the crocodile mother protects her young after they have hatched and takes them down to the water, where they will find food, but she does not actually feed them. Few insects feed their young after hatching, but some make other arrangement, provisioning their cells and nests with caterpillars and spiders that they have paralyzed with their venom and stored in a state of suspended animation so that their larvae might have a supply of fresh food when they hatch. 

For animals other than mammals, then, feeding is not intrinsic to parental care. Animals add it to their reproductive strategies to give them an edge in their lifelong quest for descendants. The most vulnerable moment in any animal's life is when it first finds itself completely on its own, when it must forage and fend for itself. Feeding postpones that moment until a young animal has grown to such a size that it is better able to cope. Young that are fed by their parents become nutritionally independent at a much greater fraction of their full adult size. And in the meantime those young are shielded against the vagaries of fluctuating of difficult-to-find supplies. Once a species does take the step of feeding its young, the young become totally dependent on the extra effort. If both parents are removed, the young generally do not survive.

31. What does the passage mainly discuss?
(A) The care that various animals give to their offspring.
(B) The difficulties young animals face in obtaining food.
(C) The methods that mammals use to nurse their young.
(D) The importance among young mammals of becoming independent.
32. The author lists various animals in line 5 to
(A) contrast the feeding habits of different types of mammals
(B) describe the process by which mammals came to be defined
(C) emphasize the point that every type of mammal feeds its own young
(D) explain why a particular feature of mammals is nonelective
33. The word "tend" in line 7 is closest in meaning to 
(A) sit on


(B) move

(C) notice

(D) care for
34. What can be inferred from the passage about the practice of animal parents feeding their young?
(A) It is unknown among fish.


(B) It is unrelated to the size of the young.
(C) It is dangerous for the parents.


(D) It is most common among mammals.
35. The word "provisioning" in line 13 is closest in meaning to 
(A) supplying


(B) preparing


(C) building


(D) expanding
36. According to the passage, how do some insects make sure their young have food?
(A) By storing food near their young.
(B) By locating their nests or cells near spiders and caterpillars.
(C) By searching for food some distance from their nest.
(D) By gathering food from a nearby water source.
37. The word "edge" in line 17 is closest in meaning to 
(A) opportunity


(B) advantage


(C) purpose


(D) rest
38. The word "it" in line 20 refers to
(A) feeding


(B) moment


(C) young animal


(D) size
39. According to the passage, animal young are most defenseless when
(A) their parents are away searching for food
(B) their parents have many young to feed
(C) they are only a few days old
(D) they first become independent
40. The word "shielded" in line 23 is closest in meaning to
(A) raised


(B) protected


(C) hatched


(D) valued

Passage 2
The first peoples to inhabit what today is the southeastern United States sustained themselves as hunters and gathers. Sometimes early in the first millennium A.D., however, they began to cultivate corn and other crops. Gradually, as they became more skilled at gardening, they settled into permanent villages and developed a rich culture, characterized by the great earthen mounds they erected as monuments to their gods and as tombs for their distinguished dead. Most of these early mound builders were part of the Adena-Hopewell culture, which had its beginnings near the Ohio River and takes its name from sites in Ohio. The culture spread southward into the present-day states of Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, and Florida. Its peoples became great traders, bartering jewelry, pottery, animal pelts, tools, and other goods along extensive trading networks that stretched up and down eastern North America and as far west as the Rocky Mountains. 
About A.D. 400, the Hopewell culture fell into decay. Over the next centuries, it was supplanted by another culture, the Mississippian, named after the river along which many of its earliest villages were located. This complex civilization dominated the Southeast from about A.D. 700 until shortly before the Europeans began arriving in the sixteenth century. At the peak of its strength, about the year 1200, it was the most advanced culture in North America. Like their Hopewell predecessors, the Mississippians became highly skilled at growing food, although on a grander scale. They developed an improved strain of corn, which could survive in wet soil and a relatively cool climate, and also learned to cultivate beans. Indeed, agriculture became so important to the Mississippians that it became closely associated with the Sun – the guarantor of good crops. Many tribes called themselves "children of the Sun" and believed their omnipotent priest-chiefs were descendants of the great sun god.
Although most Mississippians lived in small villages, many others inhabited large towns. Most of these towns boasted at least one major flat-topped mound on which stood a temple that contained a sacred flame. Only priests and those charged with guarding the flame could enter the temples. The mounds also served as ceremonial and trading sites, and at times they were used as burial grounds.
41. What does the passage mainly discuss?
(A) The development of agriculture
(B) The locations of towns and villages
(C) The early people and cultures of the United States
(D) The construction of burial mounds

42. Which of the following resulted from the rise of agriculture in the southeastern United States?
(A) The development of trade in North America
(B) The establishment of permanent settlements
(C) Conflicts with other Native American groups over land
(D) A migration of these peoples to the Rocky Mountains

43. What does the term "Adena-Hopewell" (line 7) designate?
(A) The early locations of the Adena-Hopewell culture
(B) The two most important nations of the Adena-Hopewell culture
(C) Two former leaders who were honored with large burial mounds
(D) Two important trade routes in eastern North America

44. The word "bartering" in line 9 is closest in meaning to 
(A) producing

(B) exchanging

(C) transporting

(D) loading

45. The word "supplanted" in line 14 is closest in meaning to
(A) conquered
(B) preceded
(C) replaced
(D) imitated
46. According to the passage, when did the Mississippian culture reach its highest point of development?
(A) About A.D. 400


(B) Between A.D. 400 and A.D. 700
(C) About A.D. 1200


(D) In the sixteenth century
47. According to the passage, how did the agriculture of the Mississippians differ from that of their Hopewell predecessors?
(A) The Mississippians produced more durable and larger crops of food.
(B) The Mississippians sold their food to other groups.
(C) The Mississippians could only grow plants in warm, dry climates.
(D) The Mississippians produced special foods for their religious leaders.

48. Why does the author mention that many Mississippians tribes called themselves "children of the Sun" (line 23)?
(A) To explain why they were obedient to their priest-chiefs.
(B) To argue about the importance of religion in their culture.
(C) To illustrate the great importance they placed on agriculture.
(D) To provide an example of their religious rituals.

49. The phrase "charged with" in line 27 is closest in meaning to 
(A) passed on


(B) experienced at
(C) interested in


(D) assigned to

50. According to the passage, the flat-topped mounds in Mississippian towns were used for all of the following purposes EXCEPT
(A) religious ceremonies


(B) meeting places for the entire community
(C) sites for commerce


(D) burial sites
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