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Modern Chinese poetry is, by definition, avant-garde. It stands in reaction to the
classical tradition whose longevity has resulted in stilted, yet seldom challenged,
conventions which make fresh expressions difficult, if not impossible. Due to the
radical changes in sociopolitical, educational, and cultural conditions of
twentieth-century China, modern Chinese poets are faced with the displacement of an
identifiable audience, the loss of general consensus about the role and value of poetry,
and the absence of universal assumptions about what constitutes poetry. Consequently,
they find it necessary to redefine poetry, which leads to various theoretical debates on
the one hand and numerous artistic experiments on the other. Over the past seven
decades, modern poetry has ushered in a new era in the Chinese literary tradition and
established a unigue idenﬁty of its own. It is also indisputable that modern poetry in
postwar Taiwan plays a vital role in the growth of modern Chinese poetry in general.
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