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. Many theories of argument structure have assumed some version of what is called here the SEMANTIC

DETERMINIST HYPOTHESIS (henceforth SDH), which takes the licensing of a verb’s arguments to be
a function of its SEMANTIC properties and which therefore eliminates explicit SYNTACTIC
representation of those arguments in lexical entries. One version of the SDH uses ‘predicate
decompositions’ or ‘event schemata’, which have been claimed to overcome the shortcomings of
‘role’-based theories. Pinker (1989) applies such an approach to the problem of ‘syntactic alternations’ in
English, which includes the ditransitive, manifested by give and related verbs. (25%)

Nisbet, T. (2019) Meaning, metaphor, and argument structure. Journal of

Linguistics. 2019. 1-34.

. All comprehensible discourse (narratives, natural dialogues, etc.) is a structured entity which contains a

coherent, and thereby interpretable structure of referential expressions. These traverse the text as a
network of referential chains. Many entities (individuals, objects, abstract notions) referred to in a text are
newly introduced at some point and then taken up again, forming a referential chain.... While referential
chains describe a property of text structure, topics describe a property of common ground (CG)
management and bring in the speaker/hearer perspective, which is particularly important to
dialogue.(25%)

Adli, A. (2019) Topic chains in dialogues. Journal of Pragmaics. 154:39-62.
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