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The exam consists of Two Parts: the first part is on English literature and the second part is on American
literature. Please answer the questions carefully and follow the instructions. You have 100 minutes to
answer the questions.

Part One -- English Literature (60%) (20% each).

1. Emily Bront&’s Wuthering Heights has been compared to Shakespeare’s King Lear; as A. J. Touch
claims, “The quality of the emotional impact of Wuthering Heights is very similar to that of King Lear,
and that the novel owes some artistic debt to Shakespeare’s play seems to me undoubted.” In these two
works, one from Renaissance and one from Victorian literature, the protagonists — Lear and Heathcliff]|
— both suffer from the loss of love and mental anguish intensely. Discuss these two works and comment
on their themes with specific attention to the fatal weakness of protagonists, the plots of passionate
love, and Wuthering Heights’ “artistic debt” to King Lear.

2. Itis widely recognized that William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge are two exemplary poets
in English Romantic Literature. Despite their close friendship and intellectual relationship, a distinction
exists between Wordsworth’s concern with people and Coleridge’s interest in ideas. Moreover, it is said
that there is also a distinction between Wordsworth’s idea of the everyday and Coleridge’s of the
supernatural in their literary works. Discuss the above statements and include in your discussion at
least three major texts from their poetic works.

3. Charles Dickens is generally considered one of the greatest English novelists, faithfully depicting the
life of harsh social reality in the 19® century England in order to raise kindness in men’s heart. James
Joyce, one of Ireland’s most influential writers, created a new style of writing which allows the readers
to take a tour inside the minds of the characters, who present their thoughts in a continuous stream
(“stream of consciousness™). John Gordon points out that “both [Dickens and Joyce] were virtuosos of]
English prose” who “mastered and rearranged the facts of their ... cities.” In addition, some scholars
recognize that both writers manifest exceptional competence in the presentation of sensation and
psyche of their characters. Discuss and illustrate on these aspects (such as the writing of cityscape,
post-industrial society, and individual inner consciousness) with reference to their works and make a
comparison of the writing of these two writers.

Part Two -- American Literature (20% each)

4, How is nature represented in American Literature? Elaborate your viewpoints by discussing the
works of at least TWO American writers.

5. The issues about race, sex, and class play an important roles in American Studies. Discuss how these
issues are represented by discussing the works of at least TWO American writers.
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